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SUMMARY PAGE

THE PROBLEM

From the military mission viewpoint, the amount of research effort to be expended
on the solution of a given aviation medicine problem must be keyed to the operationa!
cost of the problem. Therefore, a necessary first step in the development of a solution
is the assimilation of data that define the magnitude of the problem. Though orientation-
error accidents involving pilot disorientation and vertigo have been long recognized to
exist, little quantitative data are available to describe the actual incidence and cost
of such accidents in Army aviation.

FINDINGS

To initiate the action necessary to establish the magnitude of the orientation=-error
problem in Army aviation, an interservice research program was organized under the
joint sponsorship of the U. S. Army Aeromedical Research Laboratory, the U. S. Army
Agency for Aviation Safety, and the Naval Aerospace Medical Research Laboratory.
The first step was the construction of an operational definition of an orientation-error
accident. The assimilation of data pertaining fo the incidence and cause of such acci-
dents and their actual and relative costs in terms of fatalities, injuries, and aircraft
damage was then set as the working objective of the program. Accordingly, the decision
was made to implement a five-year longitudinal study of all major and minor orientation-
error accidents involving Regular Army flight operations beginning with fiscal year 1967.
Findings are being summarized on a fiscal-year basis in three separate lines of reports:
The first line is devoted to defining the over-all megnitude of the orientation-error prob-~
lem in all gircraft types; the second line to the presentation of similar incidence and
cost data for accidents involving only the UH-1 aircraft, the predominant rotary wing
aircraft in the Army inventory; and the third line to the description of the various causal
factors found to be present in the major UH-1 orientation-error accidents.

This specific report is the third in the series dealing with the over-all magnitude of
the orientafion-error problem in all aircraft types. Incidence and cost data are presented
for all Regular Army major and minor orientation-error accidents detected in the search
of the fiscal year 1969 accident files. Separate and totalized statistical data are pro-
vided for fixed wing and rotary wing aircraft as well as for accidents occurring in Vietnam
and those occurring elsewhere.

The findings in this report are not to be construed as an official Depariment of the
Army position, unless so designated by other authorized documents.
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INTRODUCTION

To investigate the operational role of pilot disorientation and vertigo in all
orientation-error types of aircraft accidents, the authors have orgonized an interservice
research program under the joint sponsorship of the U. S. Army Aeromedical Research
Laboratory (USAARL), the U. S. Army Agency for Aviation Safety (USAAAVS),
and the Noval Aerospace Medical Research Laboratory (NAMRL). Since few quantified
data were available to describe the actuel magnitude of the orientation-error problem in
Regular Army flight operations, the decision was made to conduct a five-year longitudinal
study, beginning with fiscal year 1967, of all Army aircraft accidents that involved an
erroneous judgment of aircraft' motion or attitude on the part of the pilot. Two separate,
but related, project objectives were set for the longitudinal study. The first wes fo
extract and ossimilate data from the USAAAVS master aircraft-accident files which would
define the actual and relative cost of orientation-error accidents to Regular Army flight
operations. These data, by defining the operational magnitude of the problem, would
then serve to define the extent of the research support which should be devoted fo
its solution. The second working objective was fo exiract data on a case-history bosis
which would describe the various pilot/aircraft /mission /fenvironment factors found to be
present in each of the orientation-error accidents. Assimilation and analysis of these
data over the study period would result in better knowledge of the most common opera-
tional causes of orientation-error accidents and thus point out those research directions
which offer the greatest potential toward the reduction of accident incidence.

The results of the longitudinal study are being summarized in three separate lines of
reports, with one report in each line prepared for each fiscal year of the five-year study.
The fisst line of reports (for example, ref. 1) is devoted to defining the incidence and
cost of all major and minor orientation-error accidents involving all aircraft types, fixed
wing as well as rotary wing, that occurred in Regular Army flight operations for each
fiscal year. Since the UH-1 "Huey" helicopter has been, and is, the predominant air-
craft in the Army rotary wing inventory, the second line of reports (for example, ref. 2}
is devoted to defining the mognitude of the orientation-error accident problem in only
this aircraft. The layout and format of this line of reports are almost identical to those
of the first line. The third line of reports (for example, ref. 3) deals exclusively with
the various causal factors found to be present in all of the major UH-1 orientation-error
accidents. Typical data to be presented include phase of flight, time of day, fype of
mission, pilot experience, physiological factors, psychological factors, facility factors,
environmentol factors, ond the like. '

This specific report is the third in the series dealing with the magnitude of the
orientation~error problem in all types of aircraff. Incidence and cost data are presented
for all major and minor crientation~error accidents invelving all Army Aviation flight
operations, other than these of the Army National Guerd or of Army Reserve activities,
that occurred during fiscal year 1969, In addition, corresponding cost data are presented
for all accident types, regardless of cause, ond for pilot-error accident types so os to
better establish the relative magnitude of the orientation-error problem.




PROCEDURE

A basic requirement for the commencement of this study was a workable definition
of the class of accidents to be defined as involving orientation error. The reader is
referred to previous reportfs (refs. 1-3) for a comprehensive definition and discussion of
its rationale. Briefly, orientation is considered to invalve the correct determination of
the dynamic position and atftitude of an aircraft in three-dimensional space. The key
word here is dynamic, which implies that full knowledge of the motion as well as static
attitude and position is required to define its instantanecus spatial orientation. Accord-
ingly, a pilot is considered to have made an orientation error whenever his perception
of the motion and attitude of his aircraft differs from the true motion or attitude i.e.,
the true orientation of the aircrafi. An orientation-error accident is then defined as one
that occurs as a result of an incorrect control or power action taken by a pilot (or a
correct action not taken) due to his incorrect perception of the true orientation of his
aircraft, ‘

With this definition of orientation-error accidents serving as'a classification refer-
ence, an experienced classifier read all briefs in the USAAAVS master accident files
and selected all major and minor accidents of this type occurring during fiscal year 1969,
For redundancy, the entire accident files were also searched by sifting the coded sum-
marjes that USAAAVS prepares for each accident for o wide range of indicator terms,

The authors then reviewed the accident briefs independently for the purpose of
establishing whether or not an orientation-error accident classification would result. In
addition, the comprehensive master file on each suspect accident was obtained and re-
viewed. Whenever there was serfous question as to the contfribution of orientation error
to the accident or where equally weighted alternative causal factors were present, then
the accident was not included in the clussification. The net effect of this policy is to
give a conservative estimate of the magnitude of the orientation-error accident problem,

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The reader is referred to the first report (ref. 1) of this series for details pertaining
to the format selected to summarize the accident statistics on a fiscal year basis, Briefly,
the format is keyed to providing a cursory review of the incidence and costs of aircraft
accidents in general so as to place better perspective on the actual operational magni-
tude of the orientation-error accident problem. To establish this background, the first
section to follow is devoted to describing the over—all cost of all Regular Army aircraft
accidents, regardless of type or location, that occurred during fiscal year 1969, In a
second section, equivalent data in a nearly fdentical format are presented to identify
separately those accidents in the first section that were classified by USAAAVS as
involving one or more pilot-error factors, Cost statistics pertaining to only orientation-
error accidents are then presented in a third section. By using these three sets of data
as independent references, it then becomes possible to establish some quantitative in-
sight into the relative, as well as actual, cost of orientation-error accidents in Regular
Army flight cperations. Selected comparative relationships of this type are presented in
the last section of the report,
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For convenience to the reader wishing to make a point-by-point comparison of the
fiscal year 1969 accident statistics with the statistics for other fiscal years of the study,
the layout and numbering of all tables and figures contained in this report follow iden-
tically those presented previously (refs. 1 and 4).

ALL TYPES OF AIRCRAFT ACCIDENTS

The data presented in this section describe the incidence and cost of all major and
minor aircraft accidents involving all Regular Army flight operations during fiscal year
1969. Separate data groupings are provided for cccidents involving only fixed wing
(FW) aircraft, only rotary wing (RW) aircraft, and their combined total. In addition,
for each of these three statistical groupings, the data are divided info those accidents
that occurred in Vietnam, those accidents that occurred elsewhere, and their combined
total. Since the vast majority of the accidents that do not occur in Vietnam (VN) take
place within the continental limifs of the United States, the abbreviation US is arbi-
trarily used to denote all accidents which do not occur in Vietnam. It should be realized
then that the US data grouping will include a small number of accidents that may have
occurred, for example, in Europe, Africa, or elsewhere. A second point to be stressed
is that the VN data pertain strictly to accidents, not losses due fo enemy action.

In the interprefation of the accident statisties to follow, it becomes possible fo com-
pare FW and RW accident incidence or VN and US accident incidence only when some
comimon measures of aircraft utilization are selected as weighting factors. To establish
such comparative references, percent aircraft inventory, total flying hours, and total
aircraft landings are used as basic weighting data in this report. These data, as well as
the incidence and cost statistics presented in this section, are summarized in Tables |
through IV. Table | pertains to all accidents in all types of aircraft, Table Il to only FW
accidents, and Table 1l to only RW accidents. The ratio of the RW date in Table Il to
the FW data in Table Il is summarized in Table IV,

The aircraft inventory dota listed in the fourth row of each of the tables indicate the
following. First as shown by Table 1, more aircraft operated out of US than out of VN.
In relative terms 61.38 percent of the total FW and RW aircrafi inventory were stationed
in US as compared to only 38.62 percent in VN, The second point, derived from Tables Il
and [, is that RW aircraft remained the predominant aircraft in the aircraft inventory.
Of the total number of aircraft, 80.44 percent were of the RW type and 19.56 percent
of the FW type, thus resulting in a RW/FW inventory ratio of 4,11 to 1. For both types
of aircraft, the VN/US inventory ratio was less than unity; i.e., 0.45 to 1 for FW and
0.68 to 1 for RW. Accordingly, in terms of average aircraft inventory, the majority of
the aircraft operated in the US and the majority of the aircraft were of the RW type. This
is in correspondence with the fiscal year 1967 (ref. 1) and 1968 (ref. 4) inventory data.

The total aircraff flight hours data to be used as an accident weighting factor are
plotted in Figure 1A for both aircraft types and for both geographical references. The
visual interprefation of this graph, as well as the majority of the remaining graphs in
the reports, is as follows: The group of three bars drawn at the left in Figure 1A pertain

3




ALL ACCIDENT TYPES

TABLE |

FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA

ALL AIRCRAFT

ACCIDENT INDEX u.s. | VIET NAM ALL VN to US

ACCIDENTS ACCIDENTS ACCIDENTS RATIO
Major Accidents 252 823 1,075 3.27
Minor Accidents 29 39 68 1.34
Total Accidents 281 862 1,143 3.07
Aircraft Inventory - Percent Total 41.38 38.62 100.00 0.63
Total Flying Hours 2,818,635 3,281,832 |6,100,447 1.16
Total Londings 2,973,075 8,577,439 118,550,514 0.86
Major Accidents per 100,000 Hours 8,94 25.08 17.62 2.81
Minor Accidents per 100, 000 Hours 1.03 1.19 1.11 1.15
Total Accidents per 100,000 Hours 2.97 26.27 18.74 2.63
Major Accidents per 100,000 Landings 2.53 9.59 5.79 3.80
Minor Accidents per 100,000 Landings 0.29 0.45 0.37 1.56
Total Accidents per 100,000 Landings 2,82 10.05 6.16 3.57
Total Dollar Cost 22,308,000 126,943,000 149,271,000 5.6%
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 72,388 147,289 130,5%4 1.86
Total Fatalities 24 427 521 4,54
}Averuge Fatalities per Accident 0.33 0.49 0.46 1.48
Fatal Accidents - Number 46 123 169 2.67
Fatal Accidents - Percent 16.37 14.27 14.79 | 0.87
Average Fatalities per Fatal Accident 2.04 3.47 3.08 1.70
Total Nonfatal Injuries 160 1,057 1,217 6.61
Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident 0.57 1.23 1.06 2,15




ALL ACCIDENT TYPES

TABLE H

FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA

FIXED WING AIRCRAFT ONLY

ACCIDENT INDEX u.s. VIET NAM | ALL VN to US

ACCIDENTS |[ACCIDENTS | ACCIDENTS RATIO
Major Accidents 50 - 49 99 0.98
Minor Accidents 7 4 11 0.57
Total Accidents 57 53 110 0.93
Aircraft Inventory - Percent Total 13,49 6.07 19.56 0.45
Total Flying Hours 553,679 508,463 | 1,062,142 0.92
Total Landings 1,006,060 445,605 | 1,451,665 0.44
Major Accidents per 100,000 Hours | 9.03 9.64 £.32 1.07
Minor Accidents per 100,000 Hours 1.26 0.79 1.04 0.562
Total Accidents per 100,000 Hours 10.29 10.42 10.36 1.01
Maijor Accidents per 100,000 Landings 4,97 11.00 6.82 2,21
Minor Accidents per 100,000 Landings 0.70 0.90 0.76 1.29
Total Accidents per 100,000 Landings 5.67 11.89 7.58 2.10
Total Dollar Cost 2,319,000 4,861,000 7,180,000 2.10
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 40,684 21,717 65,273 2.25
Total Fatalities 19 13 32 0.48
Average Fotalities per Accident 0.33 0.24 0.29 0.74
Fatal Accidents = Number B 7 15 0.88
Fatal Accidents = Percent 14,03 13.21 13.64 0.%94
Average Fotalities per Fatal Accident 2.37 1.86 2.13 0.78
Total Nonfatal lniuriesr 26 39 65 1.50
Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident Q.44 0.74 0,59 1.61




TABLE Il

FISCAL YEAR 1962 DATA

ALL ACCIDENT TYPES

ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT ONLY

ACCIDENT INDEX U.s. VIET NAM ALL VYN to US

ACCIDENTS ACCIDENTS | ACCIDENTS RATIO

Major Accidents 202 774 976 3.83
Minor Accidents 22 a5 57 1.59
Total Accidents 224 809 1,033 3.61
Aircraft Inventory - Percent Total 47.89 32.55 80.44 0.68
Total Flying Hours 2,264,956 2,773,369 5,038,325 1.22
Total Landings 8,967,015 8,131,834 17,098, 849 0.91
Major Accidents per 100,000 Hours 8.92 27 .91 19.37: 3.13
Minor Accidents per 100,000 Hours 0.97 1.2¢6 1.13 1.30
Total Accidents per 100, 000 Hours ?.89 29.17 20.50 2.95
Major Accidents per 100,000 Landings 2.25 9752 5.71 4,22
Miner Accidents per 100,000 Landings 0.25 0.43 0.33 1.72
Total Accidents per 100,000 Londings 2.50 9.95 6.04 3.98
Total Dotlar Cost 1%,98%, 000 122,102,000 142,091,000 6.11
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 89,237 150,929 137,552 1.69
Total Fatalities 75 414 489 5.52
Average Fatolities per Accident 0.33 Q.51 0.47, 1.53
Fotal Accidents - Nuniber 38 116 154 3.05
Fatal Accidents - Percent 16.96 14.34 14.91 0.85
Average Fotelities per Fatal Accident 1.97 3.57 3.17 1.81
Total Nonfatal Injuries 134 1,018 1,152 7.60
0.40 1.26 1.1 2.10

Avercge Nonfatal Injuries per Accident




TABLE

v

FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA

ALL ACCIDENT TYPES

RATIO OF RW TO FW DATA

u.s. VIET NAM ALL
ACCIDENTS ACCIDENTS ACCIDENTS
Mejor Accldents 4.04 15,79 .84
Minor Accidents 3.14 8.75 5.18
Total Accidents 3.93 15.26 2.3¢9
Alrcraft Inventory - Percent Total 3.55 5.36 4.11
Total Flying Hours 4.09 5.45 4.74
Total Landings 8.91 18.25 11.78
Major Accidents per 100,000 Hours 0.99 2,90 2.08
Minor Accidents per 100,000 Hours 0.77 1.60 1.09
Total Accidents per 100,000 Hours 0.96 2.80 1.98
Major Accidents per 100,000 Landings 0.45 0.87 0.84
Minor Accidents per 100, 000 Lundiﬁgs 0.35 0.32 0.44
Total Accidents per 100,000 Londings 0.44 0.84 0.80
Total Dollar Cost 8.62 25,12 19.79
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 2.19 1.65 2.1
Total Fatalities 3.95 31.85 15.28
| Average Fatalities per Accident 1.01 2.09 1.63
Fatal Accidents = Number 4.75 16.57 10.27
Fatal Accidents - Percent 1.21 1.09 1.09
Average Fatalities per Fatal Accident 0.83 1.92 1.49
Total Nonfatal Injuries 5.15 26.10 17.72
Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident 1.31 1.71 1.89




to the total flying hours of all FW aircraft. Within this three~bar group, the right-hand
bar, marked VN, plots the total number of FW hours flown in Vietnam; the [eft-hand bar,
marked US, plots the total number of hours flown elsewhere (primarily in the United
States); and the central bar of this group, marked ALL, is a plot of the direct sum of the
adjacent VN and US data. The interpretation of the three—bar group drawn at the right
in Figure 1A follows identically except that fotal hours of RW aircraft are involved.
Similarly, the three-bar group at the center of the figure describes the total hours of
both types of aircraft, with the depicted data representing the direct sum of the adjacent
FW and RW data.

The data of Figure TA and Table | show that Army aircraft were flown a total of
6,100,467 hours during fiscal year 1969, of which 3,281,832 hours were flown in VN and
2,818,635 hours elsewhere. This results in @ VIN/US total hours ratio of 1,16 to 1,
indicating approximately equal usage in each location. The total hours data of Tables 1
and HI show that the VN/US total hours ratio was 0.92 to 1 for FW aircraft and 1.22 to
1 for RW aircraft. It should be observed also that the total number of hours flown in
RW aircraft considerably exceeded those flown in FW aircraft. That is, the over-all RW/
FW total hours ratic was 4.74 to 1 (see Table V),

Weighting~facior data with total aircraft landings as reference are plotted in
Figure 1B. In terms of fandings, the utilization of both FW and RW aircraft was greater
in US; i.e., the VN/US fotal landings ratio was 0.44 to 1 for FW aircraft and 0.91 fo
1 for RW aircraft. As would be expected, the total landings of RW aircraft exceeded
those of FW aircraft, with the over-all RW/FW landing ratio being 11.78 fo 1.

With these aircraft utilization data serving as reference, it becomes possible to make
a weighted interpretation of the raw accident data presented in Tables | through IV. The
numerical incidence of all major and minor accidents, regardless of type or causal factor,
is plotted in Figure 2. The cost of these accidents,as measured by the total number of
fatal accidents, number of fatalities, number of nonfatal injuries, and aircraft dollar
damage, is outlined in Figures 3A through 3D, respectively.

In terms of the over-all aircraft accident problem, these data show that during fiscal
year 1969, there were o total of 1,143 accidents, 169 of which were fatal; there resulted
521 fatalities, 1,217 nonfatal injuries, and $149,271,000 aircroft damage. The FW air-
craft contribution to these totals was 110 accidents (15 of which were fatal), resulting
in 32 fatalities, 65 nonfatal injuries, and $7, 180, 000 aircraft damage. The RW data
show 1,033 accidents (154 of which were fatal), resulting in 489 fatalities, 1,152 non-
fatal injuries, and $142,091,000 aircraft damoge. For FW aircraft, the VN incidence
was 0.93 times the incidence elsewhere; for RW aircraft, the VN incidence was 3,61
fimes the incidence elsewhere.

The Table | data show also that the cost of these VN accidents was considerable in
terms of personnel and aircraft. That is, there were 2,67 times as many fatal accidents
in VN as there were elsewhere, 4.54 times as many fatalities, and 6.61 times as many
nonfatal injuries. In addition, the average dollar damage of a VN accident was 1.86
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Total Flying hours (A} and total landings (B) by circraft type and loceotion during fiscal year 1969,
In A, the three bars af the left pertain to fixed wing (FW) aircraft, with the VN bar indicating total
FW hours flown in Vietnam; the US bar total hours flown elsewhere (primarily in the United States);
and the ALL bar the sum of the adjacent VN/US data, The layout of the three bars at the extreme
right is identical, but pertains to rotary wing (RW) aircraft hours. The three central bars summarize
the FW and RW data and represent total hours of all aircraft types. Total RW hours were 4.74 times
the total -FW hours while total RW landings were 11.78 times the total FW londings. Considering
all afrcraft, aircraft utilization in VN was about the same as that in US; i.e., the VN/US total
hours ratio was 1.16 to 1 ond the VIN/US total landings ratio was 0.86 to 1.
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All Accident Types: Total number of majer and minor aircraft accidents of all types that occurred
in Regular Army flight operations during fiscal year 1969, Total number of FW accidents is shown

by the center bar at the left, with the adiacent VN and US bars indicating location of the acci-

dents. Data for RW accidents are af the extreme right, with total accidents of both circraft types
summarized in the center, The VNN data presented throughout this repert pertain to aircraft acci-

dents, not losses due to enemy action, that occurred in Vietnam. Considering all aircraft, the
incidence of accidents in VN was 3,07 times greater than the incidence elsewhere.
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All Accident Types: Total number of fatal accidents (&), total number of fatalities (B), total
number of nonfatal injuries (C), and total dallar cost of resulting aircraft damage (D) for both
RW and FW aircraft and for both VN and US locations. For RW aircraft, the loss was always

greater in VN,
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All Accident Types: Normalized incidence data showing average number of accidents per 100, 000
flying hours (A) and average number of accidents per 100,000 landings (B). For all FW airerafi,
the rates were 10.36 and 7,58 accidents per 100,000 hours and per 100, 000 landings, respectively.
For all RW circraft, the rates were 20,50 ond 4.04 accidents per 100,000 hours and per 100,000
landings, respectively. In all cases, the accident rates were greatest in VN,
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Figure 5

All Accident Types: MNormalized ratio of accidents occurring in VN to accidents accurring in US
based on equal flying hours (A) end equal landings (B) for both types of aircraft. Based on equal
hours, the accident rates in VN for FW and RW aircraft were 1.01 and 2.95 fimes greater, respect-
ively, than the US rates. Based on equal landings, the accident retes in VN for FW and RW air-
craft were 2.10 and 3,98 times greater, respectively, than the US rates,
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Figure 6

All Accident Types: Normalized ratio of accidents occurring in RW aircraft to accidents occurring
in FW circraft based on equal flying hours {A) and equal landings (B) for both locations. When
equal hours served as a reference (A}, the probability of an accident occurring in the US was about
the sume for both aircraft types. In VN, the RW accident rate was 2.80 times greater than the FW
accident rate. When equal lendings were used os a reference (B}, the probability of an accident
occurring in o RW aifrcraft was less than that for FW aircraft for either location.
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times greater than the cost of a US accident. In terms of total dollar damage to the acci-
dent aircraft, the VN cost was 5.69 times the US cost. These fiscal year 1969 findings
support the fiscal year 1967 (ref. 1) and 1968 (ref. 4) data with regard fo establishing
the significantly greater accident incidence and accident costs associated with the
stresses of a combat-oriented environment.

To facilitate the comparison of these fiscal year 1969 data with accident incidence
data presented for other years of the study, the daia sets in Figure 2 have been normal-
ized relative to the total number of flying hours flown by each type of aircraft in both
locales and plotted in Figure 4A as the average number of accidents occurring every
100,000 hours. The same normalization with total landings as reference was accom-
plished for Figure 4B which shows the accident rate for every 100,000 landings. The
VIN/US ratio of these rate data for both aircraft types is plotted in Figure 5. Consid-
ering only FW aircraft, the VN and US accident rates were almost identical when total
hours served as reference. However, when total landings are considered,the FW accident
rate in VN was 2,10 times greater thon the US rate. For RW aircraft, the VN accident
rate was considerably greater than the US rate for either weighting reference; i.e., the
VN accident rate was 2.95 times the US rate based on hours and 3,98 times the US rafe
based on landings. For that fiscal year, the cost of the combat-orienied VN environ-
ment in terms of accident incidence was greater for RW aircraft.

To show the relationship between accident incidence in RW aircraft and that in FW
aircraft, the ratio of the RW to FW accident rate data presented in Figure 5 is plotted for
the two locations in Figure 6. These data are also listed in Table IV. The RW/FW acci-
dent ratio for US operations, based on equal hours, was 0.96 to 1, indicating that the
probability of an accident was about the same for either type circraft. The same ratio
for VN operations was 2.80 to 1, indicating a greater risk in RW aircrafi. When landings
are used as reference however, the RW/FW accident ratio drops to 0.44 to 1 for US
operations and 0.84 to 1 for VN operations, indicating a greater risk in FW aircraft.

PILOT-ERROR ACCIDENTS

In this section, incidence and cost data are presented for all accidents thot were
classified by USAAAVS as involving one or more pilot-error causal factors. It should be
observed that this classification does not imply that pilof error was the only, or even the
primary, accident causal factor. That is, this grouping includes all accidents involving
one or more pilot errors even though, for example, materiel faifure, mointenance short-
comings, or poor facilities may also have contributed fo the cause of the accident. A
further point, by definition, is that these pilot-error accidents are a subgroup of the all-
accident statistics discussed in the previous section.

Incidence and cost data for these fiscal year 1969 pilot~error accidents are presented
in Tables V through VI, with the Table V data pertaining to accidents in all types of
aircraft, the Table VI data to only FW accidents, the Table VII data to only RW accidents,
and the Toble VIl data describing the ratio of the RW to FW data presented in Tables VII
and VI, respectively. Selected incidence and cost data are depicted in Figures 7 and 8.
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~ PILOT-ERROR ACCIDENTS ONLY

TABLE V

FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA

ALL AIRCRAFT

PILOT-ERROR ACCIDENTS ONLY

FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA

ACCIDENT INDEX acc !-DSE-NTS- ACCIDENTS | ACCIDENTS | * RATID.
Major Accidents 170 479 649 2.82
Minor Accidents 27 30 52 1.36
Total Accidents 192 509 701 2.65
Total Doller Cost 10,0%8, 000 68, 799, 000 78,897,000 6.81
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 52,5%4 135, 165 112, 549 2.57
Total Fotalities 44 302 346 6.86
Average Fotalities per Accident 0.23 Q.59 0,49 2,59
Fotal Accidents - Number 24 76 100 3.17
Fatal Accidents - Percent 12.50 14,93 14,27 1.19
Average Fotalifies per Fatal Accident 1.83 3.97 3.46 2.17
Totel Nonfatal Injuries 93 648 741 6.97
_Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident 0.48 1.27 1.06 |  2.63
- TABLE VI

FIXED WING AIRCRAFT

ACCIDENT INDEX ACCIOENTS | ACCIDENTS | ACCIDENTS | RATIG.
Major Accidents 36 35 71 0.97
Minor Accidents 6 1 7 0.17
Total Accidents 47 36 78 0.86
Total Dollar Cost 1,394,000 3,458,000 4,852,000 2.48
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 33,190 96,055 62,205 " 2.89
Total Fatalities 10 ? 19 0.90
Average Fatalities per Accident 0.24 0.25 0.24 1.05
Fatal Accidents - Number 5 4 £ 0.80
Fatal Accidents ~ Percent 11.90 11.11 11,54 0.93
Average Fotclities per Fatal Accident 2.00 2,25 2,11 1.13
Total Nonfatal Injuries 16 36 52 2,25
Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident 0.38 1.00 0.67 2,62
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PILOT-ERROR ACCIDENTS ONLY

TABLE VI

FISCAL YEAR 1949 DATA

ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT

ACCIDENT INDEX ACCIDENTs | ACCIDENTS | ACCISENTS | RATID.
Major Accidents 134 444 578 3,31
Minor Accidents 16 29 45 1,81
Total Accidents 150 473 623 3.15
Total Dollar Cost 8,704,000 65,341,000 74,045,000 7.51
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 58,027 138,142 118,852 2,38
Total Fatalities 34 293 327 8.62
Average Fatalities per Accident 0.23 0.62 0.52 2.73
Fatal Accidents - Number 19 72 21 3.79
Fatal Accidents ~ Peﬁrcenf 12.67 15.22 14.61 1.20
Average Fatalities per Fotal Accident 1.79 4.07 3.59 2.27
Total Nonfatel Injuries 77 612 689 7.94
Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident 0.51 1.29 1.11 2.52
TABLE VI

PILOT-ERROR ACCIDENTS ONLY

FISCAL YEAR 1963 DATA

RATIO OF RW TO FW DATA

ACCIDENT INDEX ACCIDERTS ACEIDENIES ACCIDENTS
Major Accidents 3.72 12.69 8,14
Minor Accidents 2.67 29.00 6.43
Total Accidents 3.57 13.14 7.99
Total Dollar Cost 6,24 18.90 15.26
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 1.75 1,44 1.921
Total Fatalities 3.40 32,56 17,21
Average Fatalities per Accident 0.95 2.48 2.16
1 Fatal Accidents - Number 3.80 18.00 10.11
Fatal Accidents = Percent 1.06 1.37 1.27
Average Fatalities per Fatal Accident 0.89 1.81 1.70
Totel Nonfatal Injuries 4.81 17.00 13.25
Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident 1.35 1.29 1.66
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Pilot-Error Accident Types: Total number of major and minor accidents that were classified by
USABAAR as involving one or mare pilot-error foctors. As with the Figure 2 "All Accident Type"
incidence data, the number of pilot-error accidents occurring in RW circraft operating out of

VN considerably exceeded those occurring elsewhere. However, for FW aircraft, the number of
pilot-error accidents that occurred in VN was slightiy less than the US total. Considering all
aircraft, the VN incidence was 2.65 times greater than the US incidence,
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Pilot-Error Accident Types: Total number of fatal accidents (A), total number of fotalities (B),
total number of nonfatal injuries (C), and total doliar cost of resulting circraft damage (D) for
both aircraft types and for both locations. For RW aircraft, the foss was always greater in VN.
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Pilot-Error Accident Types: Normalized incidence date showing average number of pilot-error
_accidents per 100,000 flying hours (A) and average number of pilot-error cecidents per 100, 000
tandings (B). These rate date are intended only as a fiscal year 1949 baseline reference for
camparison with similar data colculated for other fiscal years of the longitudinal study. For FW
aircraft, the over~all rates were 7.34 and 5,37 gccidents per 100,000 hours and per 100, 000
landings, respectively. For RW aircraft, the over-all rates were 12.37 and 3.64 accidents per
100, 000 hours and per 100,000 landings, respectively,
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Normalized accident rate data, based on the total hours and total landings data of
Figure 1, are plotted in Figure 9. These rate data, as with the rate data of Figure 4,
are intended primarily as a baseline reference for comparison with similar data presented
for other fiscal years of the study.

The incidence data of Figure 7 show that there were a total of 701 major and minor
accidents involving pilot error; of this total, 100 were fatal accidents. The over-all
cost was 346 fatalities, 741 nonfatal injuries, and $78,897,000 aircraft damage. The
FW contribution to these totals was 78 accidents (? of which were fetal), resulting in
19 fatalities, 52 nonfatal injuries, and $4,852,000 aircraft damage. For RW aircraft,
there were 623 accidents (91 of which were fatal), resulting in 327 fatalities, 68% non-
fatal injuries, and $74,045,000 aircraft damage. The VN/US accident incidence ratio
was 0.86 to 1 for FW aircraft and 3.15 to 1 for RW aircraft.

As with the all-accident data, the cost of RW pilot-error accidents in terms of per-
sonnel and aircraft damage was greater in VN, As calculated in Table VIl and depicted
in Figure 8, there were 3.79 times more fatal RW accidents in VIN as there were else-
where; there were also 8,62 times more fatalities and 7.94 times more nonfatal injuries.
Furthermore, the average cost in dellars damage resulting from a VN accident was 2.38
times greater than the average cost of a US accident. In terms of tofal dollar damage,
the cost in VN was 7.51 times greater than the cost in US. In general, for the FW pilot-
error accidents, the corresponding VN/US cost ratios were lower. '

The pilot-error accident rate data presented in Figure 9 also establish  the higher
over-all cost of VN operations. For FW aircraft, the over-all accident rates were 7,34
and 5.37 accidents per 100,000 hours and per 100,000 landings, respectively. The VN
rate was 0.93 times the US rate based on equal hours and 1.94 times the US rate based
on equal landings. For RW aircroft, the over-all pilot-error rates were 12.37 and 3.64
accidents per 100,000 hours and per 100,000 landings, respectively. The VN rate was
2.57 times the US rote based on hours and 3,48 times the US rate based on landings.

ORIENTATION-ERROR ACCIDENTS ONLY

This section summarizes the incidence and cost of all orientation-error type acci-
dents detected in our review of the USAAAVS accident files. As defailed with selecied
qualifications in the procedure section of this report, this listing includes all accidents
arising from an incorrect control or power action taken by a pilot due to his incorrect
perception of the true motion or aftitude of his aircraft. The reader should recognize
that the orientation-error accidents discussed herein are a subgroup of the pilot-error
accident statistics presented in the previous section.

The main elements of the orientation-error statistics are summarized in Tables IX
through XIl, with the Table [X data pertaining to accidents in all types of aircraft, the
Table X data to only FW accidents, the Table X1 data to only RW accidents, and the
Table XII data describing the ratio of the RW to FW data presented in Tables Xl and X,
respectively. The pertinent incidence and cost data aré cutlined in Figures 10 and 11,
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Normalized accident rate data for these accidents are presented in Figure 12 for com-
parison of incidence in other fiscal years of the longitudinal study.

These data show that there were a total of 71 major and minor orientation-error acci-
dents (22 of which were fatal), resulting in 51 fatalities, 79 nonfatal injuries, and
$11,928,660 aircraft damage. The FW contribution was relatively small, involving a
total of only 6 accidents (2 of which were fatal), resulting in 5 fatalities, one nonfatal
injury, and a total dollar demage cost of $203,808. It is obvious that with such a low
incidence (n) for fiscal year 1969 FW orientation-error accidents, conclusions to be
drawn as to RW,/FW or US/VN accident incidence and cost must await the acquisition
of further FW data in this longitudinal study. For RW aircraft, there were a total of 65
major and minor orientation~error accidents {20 of which were fatal), resulting in 46
fatalities, 78 nonfatal injuries, and $11,724,852 aircraft damage. Thus the majority of
the orientation—error accidents invelving Regular Army aircraft occurred in RW aircraft
in that fiscal year, As indicated by the RW data, the incidence and cost of accidents
occurring in VN were both considerably greater than for accidents occurring elsewhere,
This is particularly noticeable in the 9.00 to T YN/US fatal accident ratio, the 4.75 to
1 YN/US fatality ratio, and the 14,60 to 1 VIN/US nonfatal injury ratio.

The rafe data in Figure 12 indicate that for FW aircraft, the over-all accident rates
were 0.57 and 0.41 accidents per 100,000 hours and per 100,000 landings, respectively.
For RW aircraft, the over-all rates were 1,29 and 0.38 accidents per 100, 000 hours and
per 100,000 landings, respectively.

COMPARATIVE INCIDENCE AND COST OF ORIENTATION-ERROR ACCIDENTS

The arrangement of the data presented in the previous sections was selected to differ-
entiate the actual incidence and cost of all accidents, pilot~error accidents, and
orientation-error accidents. In this section, selected incidence and cost data are expressed
in perceniage figures with the objective of gaining some insight into the relative contri-
bution of orientation-error accidents fo the over-all accident problem.

In Figure 13 the percent incidence of fatal accidents is described for all accident
types, pilot-error accident types, and orientation-error accident types. The Figure 13A
- data show that for FW aircraft, 13,64 percent of all FW accidents, regardless of accident
cause or type, were fatal, with the incidence in VN seing about 0.94 times greater than
‘that in US. The RW data show that 14,91 percent of all RW accidents were fatal, with
the VN incidence only 0.85 times the US incidence. In effect, considering all accidents,
litile difference exists in the percent incidence of fatal accidents relative to location for
either type of aircraft. Considering both aircraft types together, the totalized data of
Figure 13A show that 14.79 percent of all accidents were fatal.

The pilot-error accident data shown in Figure 13B indicate that the incidence of
fatal accidents was 11.54 percent for FW aircraft, 14.61 percent for RW aircraft, and
14.27 percent for their combined sum. The VN/US fatal accident percent incidence ratio
was 1.20 to 1 for RW aircraft and 0.93 to 1 for FW aircraft,
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TABLE IX

FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA
ORIENTATION-ERRCOR ACCIDENTS ONLY

ALL AIRCRAFT

ACCIDENT [NDEX ACCIDENTS | ACCIDENTs | ACCIDENTS | RATIO
Major Accidents 16 52 68 3.25
Minor Accidents 2 1 3 0.50
Total Accidents 18 53 71 2,94
Total Deollar Cost 2,352,396 9,576,264 11,928,660 4.07
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 130, 689 180, 684 168, 009 1.38
Total Fatalities 12 39 51 3.25
Average Fatalities per Accident 0.67 0.73 0.72 1.10
Fatal Accidents - MNumber 3 19 22 6.33
Fatal Accidents - Percent 16.67 35.85 30,99 2,15
Average Fatalities per Fatal Accident 4.00 2.05 2.32 0.51
Total Nonfatel Injuries 5 74 79 14.80
Average Nonfotal Injuries per Accident 0.28 1.40 1.11 5.03
TABLE X

FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA
ORIENTATION-ERRCR ACCIDENTS ONLY

FIXED WING AIRCRAFT

ACCIDENT INDEX ACCISENTs | ACEIDENTS | Accibints | | RATG
Major Accidents 4 1 5 0.25
Minor Accidents 1 0 1 -
Total Accidents 5 1 6 0.20
Total Dollar Cost 169,594 34,214 203,808 0.20
Average Dollar Cost per Accident ‘ 33,912 34,214 33,968 1.01
Total Fatalities 4 1 5 0.25
Average Fatalities per Accident 0.80 1.00 0.83] 1.25
Fatal Accidents - Number 1 1 2 1.00
Fatal Accidents — Percent 20.00 100.00 33.33 5.00
Average Fotalities per Fatal Accident 4.00 1.00 2.50 0.25
Total Nenfatal Injuries 0 | 1 -—=
Average Nonfatal [njuries per Accident 0 1.00 0.17| -




TABLE XI
FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA

ORIENTATION-ERROR ACCIDENTS ONLY ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT

ACCIDENT INDEX ACCIDENTS | ACCIDENTS | ACCIDENTS | RABIO.
Major Accidents 12 51 63 4.25
Minor Accidents ] 1 i 1.00
Total Accidents 13 52 65 4.00
Total Dollar Cost 2,182,802 @,542,050 11,724,852 4,37
Average Dollar Cost per Accident 167,908 183,501 180, 382 1.09
Total Fatalities g 38 46 4.75
Average Fatalities per Accident 0.61 0.73 7.08 1.1%
Fotal Accidents - Number | | 2 18 20 5,00
Fatal Accidents = Percent 15.38 34.61 30.77 2.25
Avercge Fatalities per Fatal Accident 4.00 2.1 2.30 0.53
Total Nonfatal Injuries | 5 73 78 14,60
Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident 0.38 1,40 1,20 3.65

TABLE XII
FISCAL YEAR 1969 DATA
ORIENTATION-ERROR ACCIDENTS ONLY TRATIO OF RW TO FW DATA
ACCIDENT INDEX ACCIDENTS ACCIDEMTs | AcciENTs

Major Accidents 3.00 51.00 12.60
Minor Accidents 1.00 —— 2,00
Total Accidents 2.60 52.00 10.83
Total Dollar Cost 12.87 278.89 57.53
Average Dollor Cost per Accident 4.95 5.36 5.31
Total Fotalities 2.00 38.00 2.20
Average Fatolities per Accident 0.77 0.73 0.85
Fotal Accidents - Number 2.00 V 18.00 10.00
Fatal Accidents - Percent 0.77 0.35 0.92
Average Fatalities per Fatal Accident 1.00 2.11 0.92
Total Nonfatal Injuries -~ 73.00 78.00
Average Nonfatal Injuries per Accident --- i.40 ! 7.20

24




FY69 ORIENTATION - ERROR ACCIDENTS ONLY

100 ¢ INCIDENCE OF MAJOR AND MINOR

ACCIDENTS
80 1
ALL
ALL

<]
= 604
=
e VN T
=
S 44
=

20 - i

us
' us
us  ALL
VN
n _I 21
FW ALl RW
10 AIRCRAFT ~ AIRCRAFT AIRCRAFT
Fig;ure 10

COrientation-Error Accident Types: Total number of major and minor crientation-error accidents
located Tn the search of the USABAAR master occudenr files for fiscal year 1969. Considering
all aircreft, the incidence of orientation—error dccidents i in VN was 2,94 times the incidence
of similar elcc;denfs elsewhere, Note that the low incidence of FW cccidents restricts the inter-
pretation of VN/US or RW/FW relationships for that fiscal year,
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Figure 11

Orientation=Error Accident Types: Total number of fatal accidents (A}, total number of fotalities
(B), total number of nonfatal injuries (C), and total dollar cost of resulting aircraft damage (D)
for both aircraft types and for both locetions. The reader is again alerted to the low n involved
in the FW data. For RW aircraft, the loss was always greater in VIN. -

26

O S e 20, A T S 4



Y69 ORIENTATION - ERROR ACLIDENTS ONLY
4l ACCIDENT RATE
-PER 160,000 HOURS-
0
5
E
g [va]
ALl
1o
Us
ALL
[
[T
[}
Fw ALl AW
12 A MRERAFT ARCRAFT MRERAFT
FY6e ARIENTATION - ERROR AGCCIDENTS OREY
20 ACCIDENT RATE
-PER 100,000 LANDINGS -
15
£
=
£ 10
2
=
W N
0.5
Us | atl ALL aLL
[} s s
.
W ALL RW
12 B RIRERAFT AIRGRAFI AIRCRAFT

Orientation-Errar Accident Types: Normalized incidence data showing average number of
orientation—error accidents per 100,000 flying hours (A}, and per 100,000 landings (B). These
rote dafo are infended only as a fiscal year 1969 beseline reference for comparison with similar
data calculeted for other fiscal years of the longitudinel study. For all aircraft types, the
over-all rates were 1.16 and 0.38 orientation-error accidents per 100,000 hours and per 100,000
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Figure 12
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For orientation-error accidents, however, the probability of a fatal accident was
much higher, as shown in Figure 13C. Again, the reader is cautioned to remember the
low incidence of FW accidents for this period. Since the only FW accident that occurred
in VN was fatal, this accounts for the 100 percent datum drawn in dashed outline in
Figure 13C. Thus for fiscal year 1969, the relative incidence and cost of orientation-
error accidents derived predominantly from RW accidents. In the remaining orientation-
error figures then, the "All Aircraft” data will, in essence, be identical to the "RW
Aircraft" data, The percent incidence of fatal accidents when orientation error was
involved was 35.85 percent in YN and 16.67 percent in US,

Similar comparisons for the three classes of accidents are made in Figure 14 for the
average number of fatalities per fatal accident. In this case, for all aircraft, the cost
of orientation—error accidents was less than that calculated for the other two classes of
accidents, Furthermore, the orientation—error accident cost in US exceeded that occur-
ring in VN, which is in contradistinction to the all-accident and piloi-error accident
data for all aircraft types. The same format is used in Figure 15 to depict the average
number of nonfatal injuries that occurred per accident. The all aircraft data indicate
a more or less comparable cost for all three accident classifications. However, for
orientation-error accidents, the VIN/US ratio was considerably greater than that of the
other two accident classifications. In ferms of the average dollar damage per accident
data presented in Figure 16, orientation-error accidents resulted in the greatest loss.

Figures 17 through 20 illustrate the relative contribution of orientation—error acci-
dents in all aircraft types to selected incidence and cost data as a given percenfage of
corresponding statistics for both "all accident types” and "pilot-error accident types."
In Figure 17, orientation-error accidents can be seen to represent 6.21 percent of all
accidents that occurred during fiscal year 1969 and 10.13 percent of all pilot-error acci-
dents. When one considers the number of fatal accidents that occurred in the two acci-
dent groups, as is done in Figure 18, orientation=error fatal accidents represent 13.02
percent of all fatal accidents and 22.00 percent of all fatal pilot-error accidents. In
terms of fatalities, orientation—error accidents resulted in 9,79 percent of the total
number and in 14.74 percent of those occurring in pilot-error accidents, as indicated in
Figure 19, Lastly, orientation-error cccidents accounted for over 7.99 percent of the
total dollar cost of all accidents and 15.12 percent of the total dollar cost of all pilot=~
error accidents, as shown in Figure 20.

At this time, no attempt will be made to discuss further these findings or fo draw any
conclusions as to their over-all significance. Since corresponding data are under pre-
paration for subsequent fiscal years, the full significance of the fiscal year 1969 data
will depend upon whether this longitudinal analysis does or does not establish consistencies
or trends in the accident experiences. Moreover, it is the function of this element of
the longitudinal study only to provide quantitative dato; the actual evaluation of the
accident in terms of effect on the military mission must remain with those responsible for
the direction of milifary aviation operations.
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Figure 13

Comparative incidence of fatal accidents expressed as the percent of the total number of accidents
within the "All Accident Type" (A}, 'Pilot~Errar Accident Type" (B}, and "Orientation-Error
Accident Type" (C) classifications that resulted in one or more fotalities. Note that orientation-
error accidents had a significanily higher percentage of fotal accidents.
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Figure 14

Average number of fatalities per fatal accident cccurring within the "All Accident Type® {A),
"Pilot-Error Accident Type" (B), and "Orientation=Error Accident Type" (C) classifications.
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Figure 15

Average number of nonfatal injuries per accident occurring within the "All Accident Type" (A)

4

"Pilof-Error Accident Type" (B), end "Orientation-Error Accident Type" (C) classifications.
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Figure 16

Average aircraft dollar damage per accident occurring within the "All Accident Type" (A)

’

- "Pilot~Error Accident Type" (B}, and "Orientation-Error Accident Type" (C) clossifications.
The average cost was greatest for orientation-error accidents.,
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Figure 17

Percent contribution of all orientetion-error accidents to the fotal number of accidents occurring
within the "All Accident Type" and the "Pilot-Error Accident Type" classifications. Considering
all types of aircraft, orientation-error cccidents accounted for 6.21 percent of all accidents and
10.13 percent of all pilot-error accidents.
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Figure 18

Percent contribution of all fatal orientation-error accidents to the total number of fatal accidents
occurring within the "All Accident Type" and the "Pilot~Error Accident Type' classifications.
Orientation-error accidents accounted for 13,02 percent of all fatal accidents and 22.00 percent
of all fatal pilot-error accidents.
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Figure 19

Percent contribution of all orientation—error accident fatalities to the total number of fatalities
occurring within the "All Accident Type" and the "Pilot-Error Accident Type" classifications.
Orientation-error accidents accounted for §.79 percent of the total number of fatalities and
14.74 percent of the fatalities due to pilot-error accidents,
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Figure 20

Percent contribution of the dollar cost of all orientation-error accidents to the total cost of all
accidents occurring within the "All Accident Type” and "Pilot-Error Accident Type" clossifi-

cations. Orientation-error accidents accounted for 7.99 percent of the total cost of all acci-
dents and 15.12 percent of the cost of all pilot-error accidents.
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